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MEGA-INCINERATOR DRAMA AT HK’S FRINGE CLUB
HONG KONG, 15 MARCH 2012 - - - THE NOT SO LOUD THEATRE COMPANY today aligned itself with the campaign to stop the Government’s plans for a mega-incinerator on Shek Kwu Chau with its revival of last October’s smash hit incendiary drama FORGET HEROSTRATUS!, Russian playwright Grigory Gorin’s  perestroika-fuelled satirical romp about the Ephesian market trader Herostratus who, in 356BC, burned down the Temple of Artemis simply to immortalize his own name.

‘The Temple of Artemis was one of the seven wonders of the Ancient World’  said Not So Loud spokesperson Tom Hope ‘and the natural beauty of Hong Kong’s South West coastline is one of the wonders of Hong Kong.  Now the Government wants to reduce it to ashes with a 3,000 tonnes per day mega-incinerator on Shek Kwu Chau island.  The Ephesians punished Herostratus by ordering his name to be erased from the history books.  We say to this administration: ‘forget your plans for the incinerator – and come see this show instead – before your names get erased from the history books too!’

A modern classic of Russian drama, FORGET HEROSTRATUS! explores the machinations by which one man’s act of mega-vandalism might have made him a show-stopping celebrity in a different day and age. 

‘Gorin conjures up an Ephesus that’s close to contemporary Hong Kong’ says Hope, who directs the show. ‘A city thriving on commerce and the rule of law but administered by Tissafernes, imperial satrap of the King of Persia, a prototype unelected Chief Executive. With a gorgeous wife.  And a deeply frustrated Chief Magistrate. And a populace seeking justice for the destruction of its most sacred temple. Who says history doesn’t repeat itself?’ 

To reinforce the point, posters for the show depict a mock-up of how the mass-burn incinerator might look on Shek Kwu Chau if the administration’s current proposals are realized, something which Hope – a retired solicitor who now operates a restaurant on South Lantau - believes must not happen.  Earlier this year he threatened a judicial review if the project proceeds and he’ll be marching in protest against the incinerator this coming Sunday.  
It’s clear he wants to make as much of a drama as he can out of the crisis. ‘There are so many reasons for not burning Hong Kong’s refuse – and public money – in this way.  So many reasons for the decision makers to see sense and switch to a scheme that doesn’t waste our waste – and doesn’t despoil our matchless natural habitat into the bargain.  So many reasons to – well, Forget The Whole Damn Business!’  
*
FORGET HEROSTRATUS!  was well-received when it premiered in Hong Kong last October at the Arts Centre’s Macaulay Studio.  This re-visitation for the HK Fringe Club replicates the look and feel of that production, retaining most if not all of the original cast.
‘Sadly, some were called away on business,’ says Hope.  ‘So we got down to business and called more people in.  Including me.  As director, I knew the play well enough to learn the lines in time for Cleon, the Chief Magistrate of Ephesus.  I’m told I look good in a Greek toga. And I’ve grown a beard so no-one need know it’s me.’
Local Hong Kong celebrity physician Dr Susan Jamieson, an award-wining family doctor (and author/radio host) specializing in East meets West medicine now turns her hand (and other parts of her body) to playing Erita, priestess to the Temple of Artemis, whose barefoot dance routine promises to leave barely nothing unturned.  Professional actress Josephine Chi Yan Chai plays Clementina, wanna-be goddess-wife to Tissafernes, with Nick Milnes (Herostratus), Austin Tay (Tissafernes), Ed Nilges (Chryssipus the moneylender), Manna Ma (slave girl) and Han Shih Toh as Herostratus’ jailer reprising their roles to round out the re-run.
*
FORGET HEROSTRATUS! plays at the Fringe Club Studio Theatre for 4 evenings from Wednesday 28 March til Saturday 31 March, 7.30pm start. 

Tickets Tickets: $190
(Fringe member or student $150)
from Fringe Club: Tel 25217251  OR     www.hkticketing.com
For press enquiries, please contact Tom Hope (email tom.hope@notsoloud.net, mobile 65710962).
*

The Not So Loud Theatre Company has been producing and performing works of original English language drama in Hong Kong since 1990, with more than 20 shows in its back catalogue. 

For more information, see www.notsoloud.net.
*

This Sunday’s protest rally against the Shek Kwu Chau incinerator will leave Central Ferry Piers at 15.30pm and march to the Chief Executive’s Office for presentation of a petition against the incinerator. For more information, see www.livingislands.org.hk. 
The Living Islands Movement is one of many groups territory-wide campaigning to stop the incinerator.  Others supporting the campaign include:
Ark Eden Foundation

Clear The Air

Designing Hong Kong

Friends of the Earth (HK)

Green Lantau Association

Green Party Hong Kong

Lantau Buffalo 

Living Seas Hong Kong

Hong Kong Outdoors

Tai O Environmental Association

Tuen Mun Infrastructure Civic Monitor
